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Edgy. Eclectic. Electric. Good Girl Art 
Gallery has been an Art Walk member for 10 
years, occupying its own special niche as art 
gallery and retail store. Known for funkadelic 
shop window displays, bold artwork and 
unique wares, Good Girl Art is a crossroads of 
creative expression and popular culture. 

“We show and sell items created by 
artists and retail items that blend in as being 
thought-provoking, unique and in tune with 
pop culture,” said Owner Lil Olive, whose 
business philosophy is, “Art is for everyone; it 
should be meshed in with life.”

Lil’s career as a retailer in Springfield’s 
historic downtown business district was 
fostered from an early age. “I guess I’m partial 
to downtowns,” she said. “My dad had a store 
on Main Street in Joplin. I grew up working in 
practically every department.” 

The store, Kassab’s, was a fine women’s 
clothing store that included furs and bridal 
finery. A family business, it was established by 
Lil’s grandfather in 1905. 

“My grandfather was born in Damascus, 
Syria, and came to the U.S. as a young man. 
He somehow settled in Joplin Missouri,” she 
said.

Lil’s memories of Kassab’s are many. “My 
sisters and I thought the mannequins were 
big Barbie dolls,” she recalled. “We would be 
in there with our Dad after hours; he would 
be in his office and we would play ‘customer’ 
using  the makeup and jewelry, scarves and 
handbags. I’m sure the sales ladies didn’t like it 
when they came in the next day!”

Her favorite time of year to work was the 
Christmas season. “My sisters and I did all the 
gift wrapping, so we knew what the ladies of 
Joplin were getting for Christmas.”

Good Girl Art’s dual focus on retail and 
art is also a natural: Lil is an artist herself, 
specializing in oil paintings with a magical 
realism flair. “I especially like painting rabbits 
doing human things,” she said. 

Lil opened Good Girl Art Gallery in 
2002 with the help of friend and fellow artist 

Tommi Clark, who is part of 
Good Girl Art to this day. 

“Tommi Clark is my great friend and 
partner as far as the soul of this place goes,” 
Lil said. “She makes and sells many items 
that we have here.” Good Girl Art joined Art 
Walk shortly after opening, and Tommi was 
featured artist for its first Art Walk show.

Lil said she first experienced the Art 
Walk concept years ago in Kansas City, when 
it was a phenomenon of large cities across 
the country. When she heard there was a 
Springfield Art Walk, she quickly signed on.

The early days of the Springfield Art 
Walk were eventful, to say the least, Lil said, 
with members’ thrashing out who could 
participate, hours of the Walk, promotion and 
the geographic location of the event.

“There was a lot of passion about keeping 
the borders downtown, which was really 
smart,” Lil said. “It has fortified downtown as 
an arts district.” 

What drew her to join the Walk was that, 
“It’s a fantastic vehicle for getting people to 
come and look at your art!”

What keeps her involved is the people. “I 
love seeing all the different people,” she said. 
“It makes me feel like Springfield is culturally 
more diverse than it was when I first moved 
here, which is a good thing!”

The challenge of Art Walk is the ongoing 
need to keep it fresh and fun. “I feel pressure 
to provide an interesting show every month 
of the year,” Lil said. “We have done more 
than 120 shows since we opened; that’s a lot of 
taking down and putting up, but I love it.”

And visitors love it, as well. Good Girl 
Art always draws a crowd. In fact, over the last 
10 years, “The only low attendance has been 
due to bad weather,” Lil noted.

In choosing artists to show at Good Girl 
Art, “Sometimes I seek them out, and many 
times they come to me,” Lil said. In making 
her choices, “The artwork has to have a certain 
level of maturity, and the work needs to be 
comprehensive of an idea, and that needs to 
communicate visually.” 

Artists interested in having a show at 
Good Girl Art need only contact Lil to set an 
appointment for her to see their work.

Good Girl Art Gallery has worked with 
a wide variety of artists through the years, 
from Robert E. Smith to MSU students doing 
their senior exhibitions. The gallery is also 
dedicated to giving back through special 
fundraising events with the help and support 
of area artists.

The key to Art Walk success? “Keep the 
shows interesting,” Lil said, “and make sure 
your artist invites their guest list along with 
your own promotion.” 

For more information about Good Girl 
Art Gallery and its art, please visit www.
goodgirlartgallery.com.
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